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November 16, 1974 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


The President has reviewed and concurs in the 
recommendation of the Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs that the appointment of Dr. 
Francis Madihg Deng as Ambassador Extraordi¬ 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the Sudan to the United 
States would be agreeable to the Government of 
the United States. You are requested to so inform 
the Government of the Demorratir Republic of the 
Sudan. 



•ent Sc owe r 

Lieutenant General, V USAF 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

- -e ON - F ffl ENTL tfc (GPS) ACTION 

November 14, 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAK LEX 

* # % f . 

SUBJECT: Agrement for New Sudanese Ambassador 

State recommends (attached) that the President now concur in the 

appointment of a new Sudanese Ambassador to Washington. Francis 
Mading Deng has been Sudan's emissary in Sweden since 1972 and is 
regarded as an intellect and scholar. He is a graduate of Yale Law 
School and has authored several books on African law and society. 

The interesting thing about this appointment is that President Nimeri 
has selected a southern black Christian rather than a northern 
Sudanese Muslim. The highlight of Nimeri 1 s administration has been 
the relatively successful conclusion of the 15-year old civil war in 
Sudan between the southern pagan Christian community and the north¬ 
ern Muslim influence with its tendency to pull Sudan towards the Arab 
rather than African orbit. Nimeri’s decision to end this civil war by 
compromise required considerable courage and its implementation 
considerable skill, given the opposition of traditional Moslem elements 
inside the Sudan and outside in states such as Libya. 

At a time when US-Sudanese relations have been hampered by 
Khartoum’s connections with the Arab/Israeli situation ( the 
Kharatoum tragedy included) and our self-imposed restrictions 
on further assistance to Sudan, except in the humanitarian field, 

Nimeri may have felt that Deng would be a more appealing repre¬ 
sentative. Southern Sudan has long had great appeal for the West 
and has benefitted by US humanitarian relief assistance. To critics 
of the Khartoum tragedy here, he could be viewed as less politicized. 

In the internal Sudanese context, the south should be pleased by 
Deng's appointment to this prestigious post. 


C QNFIDE (GDS) 
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State has had this request for agrement since August 1. Now that 
Ambassador Brewer has been instructed to return to Khartoum, 
they feel we could move forward. State has indicated, however, 
that, even when Presidential approval is given, they will review 
the timing of informing the Sudanese in the event there are any 
unforeseen circumstances further complicating our relationship. 
Under those circumstances, I believe you can sign the agrement 
at Tab A. 

J • 

* * • • • f • 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the agrement for Ambassador 
Designate Deng at Tab A. 
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UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 


November 12, 1974 
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Dear Mr. President: 

The Government of the Democratic Republic of the 
Sudan has inquired whether our Government agrees to 
the appointment of Dr. Francis Hading Deng as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Sudan to the 
United States. A biography of Dr. Deng is enclosed. A 
thorough review of United States Government records 
reveals no grounds for objection. 

I believe this appointment would be satisfactory. 

If you concur, I shall be pleased to inform the Govern¬ 
ment of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan. 


Respectfully, 



Enclosure: 

Biography. 


The President, 

The White House. 




I 




BIOGRAPHY - Dr. Francis Mading Deng 
Democratic Republic of the Sudan 


Francis Mading Deng, 36, is the son of the late paramount 
chief of Ngok Dinka (Sudan's largest southern tribe). He is 
considered an intellect and scholar with a thorough knowledge 
of both international and Sudanese affairs. In 1962, Deng 
graduated from the University of Khartoum with honors. He 
then spent two years doing post graduate study at King's 
College, London University, and from 1964 to 1967 studied! 
at Yale Law School where he received his L.L.M. j 


In 1967, Francis Deng began work for the U.N. Human 
Rights Division and in 1969 was appointed Human Rights 
Officer in the United Nations Secretariat. During that 
time he also lectured in law at New York University and 
at Yale. 


In 1970, when the Sudanese Government was attempting 
to" integrate Southerners into responsible government 
positions, Deng took a leave of absence from the United 
Nations to accept an appointment in the Sudanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

In 1972 he was appointed Ambassador to Sweden. 

Francis Deng is the author of several books on African 
law and society. The best known of these are Tradition and 
Modernization and The Dinka of the Sudan . 

In 1972, Deng married an American, the former Dorothy A. 
Ludwig. She is a teacher and philologist. Deng is a 
Protestant. He speaks Dinka, English and Arabic. 

A thorough search of United States Government sources 
reveals no grounds for objection. 


- GDS 






THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


November 16, 1974 



MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


The President has reviewed and concurs in the 
recommendation of the Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs that the appointment of Dr. 
Francis Mading Deng as Ambassador Extraordi¬ 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the Sudan to the United 
States would be agreeable to the Government of 
the United States. You are requested to so inform 
the Government of the Democratic Republic of the 
Sudan. 



ent Scowcn 

Lieutenant General, V USAF 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


- CONFIDENT I A L (GDS) 


ACTION 

November 14, 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


GENERAL SCOWCROFT 


FROM: 


ROBERT B. OAK 



SUBJECT: 


Agrement for New Sudanese Arrbassador 


State recommends (attached) that the President now concur in the 
appointment of a new Sudanese Ambassador to Washington. Francis 
Mading Deng has been Sudan’s emissary in Sweden since 1972 and is 
regarded as an intellect and scholar. He is a graduate of Yale Law 
School and has authored several books on African law and society. 

The interesting thing about this appointment is that President Nimeri 
has selected a southern black Christian rather than a northern 
Sudanese Muslim. The highlight of Nimeri’s administration has been 
the relatively successful conclusion of the 15-year old civil war in 
Sudan between the southern pagan Christian community and the north¬ 
ern Muslim influence with its tendency to pull Sudan towards the Arab 
rather than African orbit. Nimeri 1 s decision to end this civil war by 
compromise required considerable courage and its implementation 
considerable skill, given the opposition of traditional Moslem elements 
inside the Sudan and outside in states such as Libya. 


At a time when US-Sudanese relations have been hampered by 
Khartoum’s connections with the Arab/Israeli situation ( the 
Kharatoum tragedy included) and our self-imposed restrictions 
on further assistance to Sudan, except in the humanitarian field, 
Nimeri may have felt that Deng would be a more appealing repre¬ 
sentative. Southern Sudan has long had great appeal for the West 
and has benefitted by US humanitarian relief assistance. To critics 
of the Khartoum tragedy here, he could be viewed as less politicized. 
In the internal Sudanese context, the south should be pleased by 
Deng’s appointment to this prestigious post. 



(GDS) 


v' '» 


<1* 


/M /fiJiHid 


%.! 




\ 


A 

Si 

V/ 


1 


- 2 - 



State has had this request for agrement since August 1. Now that 
Ambassador Brewer has been instructed to return to Khartoum, 
they feel we could move forward. State has indicated, however, 
that, even when Presidential approval is given, they will review 
the timing of informing the Sudanese in the event there are any 
unforeseen circumstances further complicating our relationship. 
Under those circumstances, I believe you can sign the agrement 
at Tab A. 

RECOMMENDATION; That you sign the agrement for Ambassador- 
Designate Deng at Tab A. 





UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 


November 12, 1974 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Mr. President: 

The Government of the Democratic Republic of the 
Sudan has inquired whether our Government agrees to 
the appointment of Dr. Francis Mading Deng as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Sudan to the 
United States. A biography of Dr. Deng is enclosed. A 
thorough review of United States Government records 
reveals no grounds for objection. 

I believe this appointment would be satisfactory. 

If you concur, I shall be pleased to inform the Govern¬ 
ment of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan. 


Respectfully, 



Enclosure: 

Biography. 


The President, 

The White House. 


- gds 
aM. 
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BIOGRAPHY - Dr. Francis Mading Deng 
Democratic Republic of the Sudan 


Francis Mading Deng, 36, is the son of the late paramount 
chief of Ngok Dinka (Sudan's largest southern tribe). He is 
considered an intellect and scholar with a thorough knowledge 
of both international and Sudanese affairs. In 1962, Deng 
graduated from the University of Khartoum with honors. He 
then spent two years doing post graduate study at King's 
College, London University, and from 1964 to 1967 studied 
at Yale Law School where he received his L.L.M. 

In 1967, Francis Deng began work for the U.N. Human 
Rights Division and in 1969 was appointed Human Rights 
Officer in the United Nations Secretariat. During that 
time he also lectured in law at New York University and 
at Yale. 

• _ M 9 0 
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In 1970, when the Sudanese Government was attempting 
to integrate Southerners into responsible government 
positions, Deng took a leave of absence from the United 
Nations to accept an appointment in the Sudanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

In 1972 he was appointed Ambassador to Sweden. 

Francis Deng is the author of several books on African 
law and society. The best known of these are Tradition and 
Modernization and The Dinka of the Sudan . 

In 1972, Deng married an American, the former Dorothy A. 
Ludwig. She is a teacher and philologist. Deng is a 
Protestant. He speaks Dinka, English and Arabic. 

A thorough search of United States Government sources 
reveals no grounds for objection. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 



VIALDX 
May 24, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Presidential Message to President Nimeiri of the Sudan 

As recommended in your memo of May 19 (S/S 7609957), Ambassador 
Brewer can be authorized to convey the following message from the 
President to President Nimeiri of the Sudan in connection with his 
forthcoming private visit to the US: 

. % ' 

"I am pleased that your private visit to the United States 
next month will afford us the opportunity for a personal 
meeting in-Washington. I look forward to seeing you and 
I am confident that your travels around our country will 
prove valuable in strengthening the bonds of cooperation 
and friendship between the Democratic Republic of the 
Sudan and the United States. " 
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•NATIONAL ^pIURfTY CpUNCIL 

. May 24,- 1976 


2651 


Jeanne -' 

We have worked with Doug Smith of 
Hartmann's office to recast slightly 
the proposed State message. I 
believe it can be approved in the presei 
form. It is strictly routine but if you 
think Bud should be consulted, we can 
do so. 



Robert B. Oakley 






DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Washington. D.C. 20520 


May 19, 1976 
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7609957 


~e0NF£E>fiNT!ftir 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


« ¥ 

Subject: Visit Arrangements for President Nimeiri ty 

of Sudan - Message from the President 



On May 14, Ms. Jeanne W. Davis informed the 
Department that the President would be willing to 
receive President Nimeiri of the Sudan on June 10 
at 10:30 a.m. (NSC log 2651). This memorandum also 
requested that the Department make written recommen¬ 
dations for other aspects of the visit. 

.Although Nimeiri 1 s visit to the U.S. will be 
private, he has indicated to our Ambassador in 
Khartoum that he would appreciate receiving from the 
President a message of welcome. Given the great 
importance Arabs attach to such gestures of welcome, 
the Department believes such a message would enhance 
the chances for success of the Nimeiri visit. 

r 

The Department recommends that the President 
approve the attached message to President Nimeiri. 



George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 


Attachment : 

As stated. 



eONFIDE N TIA L - 

GDS 

A/v£ frIH/bt 



SUGGESTED MESSAGE 


Dear Mr. President: 


I look forward to meeting with you when you visit 
ncrton next month at the start of vodr private 


visit to the United States. Your trip'will, I am 

certain, prove valuable in further strengthening the 

• / 

bonds of cooperation and friendship between our two 


nations. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford 


/ 


His Excellency, 


General ,/Gaaf ar Muhairaned Nimeiri, 

/ 

/ 

President of the Democratic Republic 


of the Sudan, 
Khartoum. 


„ * * 


Department of State 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


May 21 

FOR DOUG SMITH 

In connection with the first (private) visit 
to the US by President Nimeiri of Sudan 
next month, including an Oval Office meeting 
with the President, State has proposed a 
brief message along the lines of the attached 
to be conveyed by our Ambassador in Khartoum. 
The meeting with the President has been arranged 
for June 10 but this is being proposed as a special 
touch in advance of the visit. State hopes -- U 
approval is given -- to send this out today if 
possible . We rould very much appreciate your 
urgent clearance. 

RosemajflNiehuss 

x3329 When ready 
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Proposed Presidential message to President Nimeiri of the Sudan 
to be conveyed by Ambassador Brewer in Khartoum: 

> 


"lam pleased that your private visit to the United States 
next month will afford us the opportunity for a personal meet^g 
in Washington. I look forward to I am confident that 


your travels around our country will prove valuable in strengthening 
the bonds of cooperation and friendship between the Democratic 
Republic of the Sudan and the United States." 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington. D.C. 20520 


7609957 



May 19 r 1976 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Visit Arrangements for President Nimeiri 

of Sudan - Message from the President 


On May 14, Ms. Jeanne W. Davis informed the 
Department that the President would be willing to 
receive President Nimeiri of the Sudan on June 10 
at 10:30 a.m. (NSC log 2651). This memorandum also 
requested that the Department make written recommen¬ 
dations for other aspects of the visit. 

Although Nimeiri's visit to the U.S. will be 
private, he has indicated to our Ambassador in 
Khartoum that he would appreciate receiving from the 
President a message of welcome. Given the great 
importance Arabs attach to such gestures of welcome, 
the Department believes such a message would enhance 

the chances for success of the Nimeiri visit. 

" • ' * . ' • ' 

a# - 

The Department recommends that the President 
approve the attached message to President Nimeiri. 



Attachment: 

As stated. 



GDS 

lA/ii/oi 



SUGGESTED MESSAGE 


/ 


i 

/ 
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Dear Mr. President: 

/ 

I look forward to meeting with you when you visit 

/ 

Washington next month at the start of your private 

f 

visit to the United States. Your.trip will, I am 

• * * * 

certain, prove valuable in further strengthening the 

bonds of cooperation and friendship between our two 


nations. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford 


* 

/ 


/ 


/ 




His Excellency 


General Gaafar Muhammed Nimeiri, 

t 

/ 

President of the Democratic Republic 

0 

of the Sudan, 


Khartoum. 
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Department of State 




NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 



URGENT VIA LDX 
May 14, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 


SUBJECT: Private Visit ot President Nimeiri of Sudan to 

the US--Meeting with the President 


The President has agreed to meet with President Nimeiri of the Sudan, 
during his private visit to the US, ,on Thursday, June 10, at 10:30 a.m. 
In view of this new development, we are not approving LDX #4240 (re¬ 
ceived here May 14 and entitled "Telegram to Khartoum re Proposed 
Nimeiri Visit to the US"). 

*• 1 - ‘ , 

Instead, you should immediately prepare--for urgent clearance here 
--a brief telegram to Ambassador Brewer instructing him to convey the 
President’s interest in meeting with President Nimeiri on June 10 at 
10:30 a.m. and seeking the latter’s acceptance of the proposed date 
and time. The Ambassador could say that the President 
looks forward to> this meeting. 


With respect to other suggestions about this visit such as a Presidential 
"message of invitation" (per Khartoum 1353), or social functions involv¬ 
ing the President, we will need written recommendations from State. 

This should include a suggested draft message if you favor such a • 
message. As far as a "social function," it is unlikely that the Presi¬ 
dent's crowded schedule will permit this (also, the President of Botswana 
will be seeing the President the day before on June 9 for only an office 
meeting and no social event). • 
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NATIONAL security council 


May 14 

FOR JEANNE DAVIS 
Jeanne, 

Since the President has now approved seeing 
Sudanese President Nimeiri on June 10, I 
believe you could send the attached memo to 
George Springsteen and scratch LDX 4240. 

If State wants anything else for this private 
visit, I believe they should submit their 
recommendations in writing. With regard 
to a possible social event, we have discouraged 
this. Hal Horan agrees that we make mention 
of the Botswana President's meeting with the 
day before; sensitivities would arise if Nimeiri 
pressed us into an additional social event. 

Bob Oakley 


Concurrence: Ha^fe/ran (pvr U me ) 




LDX MESSASS EECEIP 


DEPARTMENT OF 




• » 


/• ' 






EPCfit/OF STATE 


tic m M AM ? 52 



a 8 *58 


LDX MESSAGE NO. 


4240 


• I • 


. . • f ♦ • ••« 


CLASSIFICATION COHFIDeIj 


• • 

+% | J •> ^ #^ | I 

;L ! /EXI>I : 3 No. Pages 2 


FROM: 


s/s 


icer name 


mbo 


Extension 


^oom number] 


MESSAGE DESCRIPTION Telegram to Khartoum, re Proposes Ni; leiri visit to US 
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LDX TO: (Agenc 
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Extension Room No. 


NSC * Mrs. Jeanne Davis 
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TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, SU 


s/s v 


SUBJECT: PROPOSED NXHEIRl VISIT TO US 
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REP: KHARTOUM 13S3 ; 


RS5 • 

' - 6 


• • 


• I 


•. V. -• 


1. SUDANESE EfIBASSY COUNSELOR KHIDER CALLED ; 0N ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SCHAUFELE HAY IE' TO DELIVERY ORAL REQUEST- FROM • 
MINISTER DENG THAT PRESIDENT FORD SEND "WRITTEN MESSAGE" 

or welcome jo nireiri. explaining that IT, NOT NORMAL U5 . 

PRACTICE TO SEND SUCH A MESSAGE IN'CONTEXT OF A PRIVATE 
VISIT, SCHAUFELE SAID HE WOULD NEVERTHELESS LOOK INTO THE 
MATTER, ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO GIVE ANY ASSURANCES 
THAT A MESSAGE HILL BE FORTHCOMING- 1 


V* 


*/* 


2. SECRETARY SPECIFICALLY TOLD DENG WE WOULD REVIEW MOT . 
REVISE OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH SUDAN, AND WE ARE NOW IN 
THE PROCESS- AF IS ALSO EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OF HAVING 
PfiESri - SriT SESD -T O U NlMEI R f - A BRIEF - . 

PRESIDENT SEND NIME'IRI A BRIEF MESSAGE EXPRESSING HIS PLEA¬ 
SURE AT THE PROSPECT OF MEETING NIM.EIRI IN COURSE OF HIS 

PRIVATE VISIT TO US. 1 . .! 


3- .DENG IS INCORRECT IN ASSUMING THAT'HE RECEIVED .ASSURAN- tf * 
CES IN WASHINGTON THAT NIMEIRI WOULD BE RECEIVED BY THE 
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PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY. WHAT SECRETARY SAID TO 
DENG, AS REPORTED IN STATE Qfl445 Q .-. NAS THAT HE WOULD 
CUSS THE POSSIBILITY OP THE PRESIDENT RECEIVING NINEI 
IN TERNS OP THE PRESIDENTS SCHEDULE. NOREOVER, dUES 
OP A SOCIAL FUNCTION INCLUDING THE PRESIDENT FOR NINE 
Id AS NOT DISCUSSED WITH )ZM IN COURSE OF HIS FINAL CA 
IN WASHINGTON. GIVEN THE PRESIDENT'S HEAVY SCHEDULE 
RELATED TO ELECTION CAMPAIGN IT LOOKS UNLIKELY AT TLJI 
POINT THAT WHITE HOUSE ENTERTAINMENT FOR NIMEIRI WOUL 
FEASIBLE. YV 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR# OVlP# SU ./ 

SUBJECT: USG/GDS REACTIONS - PROPOSED NIMEIRHSPRIVIT VISIT U.S. 
REF: STATE 109688/ KHARTOUM 1278 

BEGIN SUMMARY: BEFORE MAKING FINAL ARRANGEMENTS IN KHARTOUM 
FOR HIS PUNNED PRIVATE US VISIT, NIMEIRT HAS I mo I CA.TEQ 
HE HOPES FOR SOME WRITTEN COMMUNICATION, PRHfFRARLY FROM 
P'RISIOENTTDRD," THAT TRIP wfu PeWCQMFD By USG AND. 

has■-— 

LyTISjGHT REAS'SURANcOE^fiTfTMPRESSlON THAT 

POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES IN USG/GOS RELATIONS HAVE IN 
SUBSTANCE BEEN REMOVED. AM8ASSA00R, TOLD DENG 




RELATIONS WERE CLEARLY IMPVVInG BUT THAT HE WOULD NEED 
INSTRUCTIONS ON BOTH POINTS. BELIEVE THAT DECISION IN 
PRINCIPLE RE MEETING TWO PRESIDENTS IN WASHINGTON — 


WHETHER PRO OR CON — SHOULD BE MADE SOON AND NlMElRI 
SO INFORMED, TO AVOIO ANY MISUNDERSTANDING'AS TO WHAT CAN 
BE ARRANGED FOR HIS WASHINGTON RECEPTION. INSTRUCTIONS RE¬ 
QUESTED. END SUMMARY. 


1. MINSTATE FONAFFS FRANCIS OENG (WHO RETURNED FROM 
WASHINGTON ON MAY 7) SUMMONEO ME URGENTLY LATE MAY 10 
TO REVIEW STATUS AND PROSPECTS PRESIDENT NlMEIfil'S 
TENTATIVELY-SCHEDULED PRIVATE VISIT TO US* IN JUNE. DENG 
SAID NIMEIRI HAD DISCUSSED TRIP WITH HIM AT LENGTH MAY 9 
ON BASIS MINED KHALID’S CABLED REPORT OF HlS CONTACTS IN 
WASHINGTON SUPPLEMENTED BY DENG'S OWN ORAL‘COMMENTS. 

DENG INDICATED HE HAD' TOLD 

as Sura nc f 5~tn Washington th at ni m fi ri would re rece ive 1 .? 
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FijMCT_ 

however# 
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THAT, DESPITE PRIVATE CHARACTER HIS VISIT# HE COULD 


*************** +WHSR COMMENT ******* * 


SCOWCROFT#HYLAND#Ll 


l 


a: 

vA 


/ 


/ 


* * "* 


<r 

. w 


PSN:033094 


PAGE 01 


^ \ 4 






TOR:132/10:292 
-D- E N -f -I A U * 


DTG21108512 MAY 


COPY 


JNTERJeTtTO THAT i HAD NEVER HEARD np A?. 1 INVITATION IN 
CONNECTION WITH A PRIVATE VISIT. DENG BACKED OFF A BIT 
BUT INSISTED THAT NJMEIR! FEELS HE MUST HAVE SOMETHING 
IN WRITING* PREFERABLY FROM THE PRESIDENT* INDICATING THAT 
HIS TRIP IS WELCOME AND THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL RECEIVE 
HIM SUITABLY IN WASHINGTON, NIMEIRI HAD TOLD DENG THAT 
HIS ASSURANCES AND THOSE OXEKHALIO WERE ALL VERY WELL 3UT 
THAT HE HAO HEARD NOTHING OFFICIALLY FROM THE US AMBASSADOR' 
IN KH QQRPt;;/3$3*E -8$ *3 *903$_9.3 -0049048-53 .3-?3 
297)$ ?3 !945#:9,8*K 59 ,335 >8.3848 «S CONCERNS OR* If ' 
UNOBTAINABLE* THAT THIS WOULD BE MAOE CLEAR SO THAT VISIT 
COULD BE POSTPONED a FEW MONTHS TO PERMIT APPROPRIATE 
ARRANGEMENTS, 

2. MINSTATE THEN SAIO THAT NEWS OF TRIP HAD ALREADY LEAKED 
TO PRESS IN HOUSTON (FROM* HE CLAlftMTTijME-"" 

OVERENTHUSIASTIC REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ARAB-AMERICAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE) ANO IN CAIRO. MININFO HAD KILLED THE NEWS 
TICKER ITEM HERE BUT RUMORS WERE SPREADING A3DUT VISIT 
(COMMENT: INDEED THEY ARE, IN ADDITION TO THOSE REPORTED 
KHARTOUM 1324* ONE BAZAAR REPORT IS THAT I HAVE ALREADY 
INVITED NIMEIRI TO VISIT WASHINGTON IN RETURN FOR HIS 1 
HELP ON CISCO TWO CASE, END COMMENT), IF NIMEIRI IS TO 
HAKE VISIT* DENG NOTED* HE NEEDS TIME TO CHOOSE DELE¬ 
GATION* SQUARE HIMSELF WITH THOSE OF THE LEADERSHIP LEFT 
OUT* AND SELECT SUITABLE GIFTS FOR THOSE HE WILL MEET. 

THUS* NIMEIRI HOPES HE CAN BE ASSURED VERY SOON THAT HE 
WILL BE RECEIVED IN WASHINGTON IN FITTING MANNER, 


3. ENOEAVORING PLACE SUDANESE CONCERNS IN PERSPECTIVE* 

1 REMINDED DENG THAT SECRETARY HAD* SINCE THEIR MEETING* 
MADE GRUELING AFRICAN TRIP AND HAD HAf) HEAVY 
SCHEDULE SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS OUTSIDE WASHINGTON ON HIS 
RETURN. WHILE I FELT CERTAIN QUESTION NIMEIRI CALL ON 
PRESIDENT WOULD BE CLARIFIED SOON* I WAS UNINFORMED RE 
PRECISE STATUS CONSIDERATION THIS QUESTION By DEPT. AND 
WHITE HOUSE. HOWEVER* I WOULO OF COURSE REPORT NiMElRPS 
DESIRE FOR WRITTEN MESSAGE PRIOR TO CONFIRMING HIS US 
TRAVEL PLANS ANO LET DENG KNOW HOW THINGS STOOD AS SOON 
AS I COULD. 



4, TURNING TO SUBSTANCE USG/GQS RELATIONS* DENG SAID THAI* 
AS RESULT HIS TALK WITH SECRETARY (STATE 084459)* HE HIT 
“POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES* HAD- BEEN O.VERDOME AND THAT THE 
DECISION TO B8RMALIZE RELATIONS WAS "VIRTUALLY ASSURED.* : 
ACCORDINGLY HE HOPED IT WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY GO OVER 


I REPLIED EMBASSY HAD INDEED HAO ENCOURAGING SUMMARY OF 
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THAT CONVERSATION* IN WHICH SECRETARY HAD AGREED TO TAKE 
ANOTHER LOOK AT PROBLEM. I HAD NOT YET LEARNED WHAT 
MIGHT BE RESULTS OP SUChHXEVIFW ANO AGAIN RECALLED- 
SPECIAL PRESSURES OP SECRETARY'S AFRICAN TRIP. DENG 
COUNTERED THaT Hfc PELT 0‘JR "POLICY REVERSAL" HAD ALREADY 
TAKEN PLACE* THRUGH HE COULD NOT RECALL WHETHER SECRETARY 
HAD SPOKEN OF "REVIEWING" OF "RFVISING" POLICY* AND THAT 

only "Purely formal" steps were needed to record the 

CHANGE. I REPLJEO Of;NG HAD BEEN IN WASHINGTON AND MIGHT 
THUS BE IN BETTER POSITION JUDGE HOW FAR THINGS HAD 
MOVED THAN 1. WELCOME RELEASE CISCO TWO* SECRETARY'S 
SUBSEQUENT CORDIAL MESSAGE TO NIMEIRI (CCMMtNTi DF.NG SAID 
HE COULD NOT EXPLAIN SUDDEN 60S DECISION REVERSE SIGNALS 
AND PUBLISH SUBSTANCE THAT COMMUNICATION. END COMMENT) AND 
HIS LAT c R FRIENDLY MESSAGE FROM AIRCRAFT OVERFLYING SUDAN 
CLEARLY INDICATED BETTER DAYS AHEAD, DENG AGREED BUT 
REITERATED that HE THOUGHT POLICY REVERSAL HAD ALREADY 

OCCURRED. 
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5, COMMENT: DENG IS CLEARLY WORRIED LEST HE GET HIMSELF 
OUT ON LIM9* WHILE NIMEIRI IS OBVIOUSLY RELUCTANT TO 
EMBARK ON UNCHARTED WATERS OF US VISIT WITHOUT SOME FIRM-,.. 
AOVANCE ASSURANCE OF APPROPRIATE RECEPTION By PRESIDENT 
IN WASHINGTON. WHILE I FULLY REALIZE DEPT ALREADY WORKING 
ON PROBLEM* DENG'S COMMENTS MAKE CLEAR SOME SORT OF 
ANSWER WILL BE NEEDED SHORTLY IF WE DO NOT WISH TO RISK 
NIMEIRI CANCELLING OUT ON GROUNDS OF FEARED INADEQUATE 
USG ATTENTION. OPTIMUM RESPONSE AS SEEN FROM HERE WOULD 
BE LETTER ROM PRESIDENT ALONG LINES KHARTOUM 0877 BUT 
INCLUDING REFERENCE TO FACT PRESIDENT IS LOOKING FORWARD 
TO SEEING NIMEIRI IN WASHINGTON AND AUTHORIZING ME 
ORALLY TO TELL HIM THAT POLITICAL OBSTACLE TO NORMAL 
RELATIONS HAS BEEN REMOVED. SINCE DEFINITIVE RESPONSE 
OF THIS SORT MAY WELL TAXE TIME TO CLEAR* I WOULD 
APPRECIATE INTERIM GUIDANCE FROM DEPT ON WHAT I MAY SAY 
TO OENG IN COURSE NEXT FEW DAYS RE: (A) STATUS PUTATIVE 
NIMEIRI MEETING WITH PRESIDENT FORD; (B) OTHER OFFICIAL 
ASPECTS NIMEIRPS PROPOSED WASHINGTON RECEPTION; AND 
(C) EXTENT TO WHICH DENG'S IMPRESSION CORRECT THAT 
POLITICAL PROBLEM BLOCKING RETURN TO NORMAL RELATIONSHIPS 
HAS ALREADY BEEN REMOVED.(: 

i « • ' • 4 \ ' i 1 • »• s ' t t _ . t t •. • •• • 



6. AS INDICATED KHARTOUM 1236* I CONTINUE TO BELIEVE 
IT DESIRABLE TO GO OVER WHATEVER DEPT BELIEVES CAN BE 
ARRANGED FOR NIMEIRI DIRECTLY WITH HIM HERE TO ASSURE HE 
UNDER sll A NOS WHAT ARE LIMIOUOF QD OFFICIAL HOSPITALITY 
IN CIRCUMSTANCES. ALSO* SINCE SCHEDULING OR OTHEft 
PROBLEMS COULD NO DOUBT COMPLICATE PROPOSED MEETING OF 
THE TWO PRESIDENTS* HOPE THAT QUESTION WILL BE KEPT . 
SEPARATE FROM SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE OF NORMALIZATION ON WHICH 
I HOPEI WE ARE CURRENTLY WORKING PER REFTEL#: 
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CABINET 

PARTICIPATION: Secretary Kissinger 
SPEECH MATERIAL: Talking points will be provided through the NSC. 
PRESS COVERAGE: Meeting to be announced; White House photo session. 
STAFF: Brent Scowcroft 


RECOMMEND: Brent Scowcroft, Secretary Kissinger 

PREVIOUS 

PARTICIPATION: None 


BACKGROUND: 


* 0 Ho 

V v 



President Nimeiri will make a private visit to the 
U.S, beginning June 9 in response to an invitation 
to visit Tennessee from Governor Blanton of 
Tennessee (who visited Khartoum last fall) and he 
is considering visiting other states (possibly Idaho, 

Iowa, Texas and Wisconsin though his itinerary is 
not now firm). He would like to call on you. Your 
meeting would help signal the end of a freeze in 
US-Sudanese relations which has existed since the 
assassination of our Ambassador to Sudan and his 
Deputy two years ago by radical fedayeen. 

I share Secretary Kissinger's view that it is time 
to normalize our relations with Sudan after these 
two years and in the wake of President Nimeiri's person; 
and successful efforts to win the release of four US 
hostages seized by Eritrea last year. 
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President Nimeiri has been resisting Soviet pressures 
and has taken a moderate line on issues of importance 
to us. He was the only Arab leader to support openly 
Sadat's efforts to conclude Sinai H. Nimeiri would like 
to work more closely wdth Arab moderates and African 
friends to neutralize Soviet activities in the Horn area, 
particularly in view of Soviet gains in Somalia. 

While Sudan is not a major Middle Eastern or African 
state, it is in our interest to encourage its moderation 
in working with neighboring countries. The Sudanese 
have been patient during our strained relations and have 
understood U. S. public reaction to the assassination. 

Given the time that has passed since the assassinations, 
Nimeiri's personal intervention on behalf of our Cisco 2 
hostages in Ethiopia, and our interests in building a 
moderate circle of friends in the Middle East and African 
Horn area, I recommend that you meet with the Sudanese 
President. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 
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ACTION a. 

May 6, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Visit of President Nimeiri of Sudan-- 

Recommended Meeting with the President 

On April 7 Secretary Kissinger told Sudanese Ambassador Deng that 
he would recommend that President Ford receive President Nimeiri of 
Sudan when the latter comes to the United States on a private visit in 
June. Due to inordinate bureaucratic delays at the working level at 
State, we have not yet been notified officially of this. (Although an 
action memo--with an approved memo for the President on this subject-- 
was finally cabled to the Secretary in Africa last week, four weeks 
after his meeting with Deng, there has as yet been no reply.) 

During the interim, plans for the Nimeiri visit have been refined in 
talks between the Sudanese Ambassador, the visiting Sudanese Minister 
of Education, and the Bureau of African Affairs (Tab B). Nimeiri 
currently plans to arrive in Washington on June 9 and stay here through 
June 11. He will then fly to Tennessee where he will be the guest of 
Governor Blanton who had a good visit to Khartoum last fall. Following 
the Tennessee visit Nimeiri will probably visit some other states before 
returning to the Sudan. He will receive an honorary degree from an 
American University and discuss economic opportunities in the Sudan 
with interested businessmen. 


BRENT SCOWCROFT 


JEANNE W. DAVI 



ROBERT B. OAKLEY 




In the absence of a reply from the Secretary, State (S/S) has suggested 
that we explore the Nimeiri visit informally with the President's 
schedulers. We have ascertained that the President has no present 
plans to be away from Washington on June 10 or 11. However, you have 
an SP recommending a Presidential meeting with Canadian Prime Minister 
Trudeau during June 9 - 12 (#2459), and the President is already 
scheduled to meet with the Botswana President on June 9 at 11:00 a.m. 
for 30 minutes. Should the Trudeau meeting be scheduled for the 10th 
or 11th, an office call for Nimeiri could take place on the other day. 
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In any event, we could keep in close touch with the schedulers to 
find a convenient time either on June 10 - 11 or later in June while 
Nimeiri is still in the U, S. If we wish to find a later date than 
June 11th, we should notify the Sudanese as soon as possible since 
it will probably mean a change in Nimeiri's arrival date. 

The Sudanese look upon this visit as crucial to the future relationship 
between the United States and the Sudan. Our past relations have 
blown hot and cold--with a cold spell setting in after the Black 
September assassination of our Ambassador and DCM in early 1974 
and the Sudanese sending of the assassins to Egypt (where they are 
still in jail) despite assurances to us that they would remain in jail 
in the Sudan. (The Sudanese point out that other states let terrorists 
off scot-free with no assurances on detention elsewhere as they have 
from Egypt.) 

Despite unhappiness with our prolonged cool attitude (e. g., no Ex-Im 
loans, etc.) the Sudanese have remained cooperative with us in many 
ways. The Sudanese Government has strongly supported U.S. initiatives 
in the Middle East, and has been a moderating influence in the Horn of 
Africa.- Nimeiri was the only Arab leader to give unqualified support 

,_td Sadat's Sinai II Accord. Sudanese officials, including Nimeiri 

1 •• . w . ” . * . * . .. 

personally, were primarily responsible for obtaining the release of 
four American captives seized by Eritrea, and they continue unstintingly 
to seek the release of the remaining captive. 


Nimeiri, according to our Embassy in Khartoum and their Ambassador 
here, believes he must make a basic decision for the future on the 
Sudanese relationship with the U. S. The Soviets have recently provided 
10 MIG-17s to the Sudan and are apparently trying hard to regain a 
strong position. Nimeiri is basically anti-Soviet and pro-US but he 
wants to know where he stands. Given the strategic and political 
importance of the Sudan (due primarily to its geographic and ethnic 
position spanning Black Africa, the Horn of Africa and North Africa) 
it is in our interest to give him a good reception--within the context 
of a private visit . Therefore, we have prepared a Schedule Proposal 
at.Tab A, recommending an office meeting for Nimeiri on either 
June 10 or 11, in accordance with the Secretary's April 7 meeting 
with Sudanese Ambassador Deng. If you prefer, however, we could 
ask Nimeiri to visit Washington at the conclusion of his visit to 


Tennessee, and before he visits the other cities, and not overcrowd 



- 
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the President's schedule during the June 9-12 period. We could, 
for example, propose it for June 14, prior to the Caramanlis visit 
(June 15 - 16) or a bit later in June while he is still in the U. S. A 
list of visits, approved and pending, is at Tab C for your convenience. 


RECOMMENDATION; That you approve the Schedule Proposal at 
Tab A. 


APPROVE 


AS AMENDED 
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SUBJECT: CALL OF SUDAN MINISTER OF EDUCATION MANSUR m - 

KHALID AND AMBASSADOR'DENG ON ACTING ASSISTANT SECREfoAft^T_ 
SEELYES POSSIBLE PRIVATE VISIT BY PRESIDENT NI«EIRI _■ 

l. on april 28 Sudanese ambassador deng and the Sudanese 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION KHALID CALLED On ACTING ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TALCOTT SEELYE TO DISCUSS PRIVATE VISIT OR 
PRESIDENT NIMEIRI TO WASHINGTON IN JUNE. DENG ASKED IE 
THERE HAD BEEN ANy NEW DEVELOPMENTS,, SFE l VE RECALLED THAT 



TION WITH ANY PRIVATE VISIT. AN 


AISE SUBJECT 


WJ TH PRESTPPT I BECAUSE SECRETARY HAD BEEN PREOCCUPIED 
HIS ARRICATTTSIT, HE HAD NOT YET HAD TIME TO FOLLOW UP. 
WHEN THE SECRETARY RETURNS FROM AFRICA, HOWEVER, AN 
INITIATIVE WOULD BE TAKEN. 


ith 


2, DENG STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE ATTACHED IN HIS PART OF 
THE WORLD TO THE KIND OF RECEPTION A CHIEF OF STATE GETS. 
SEELYE EXPLAINED DIFFERENCE BETWEEN STATE AND PRIVATE VISIT 


•• • 
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and emphasized that while president niheiri would receive 

A WARM WELCOME IN WASHINGTON* A PRIVATE VISIT WOULD NOT 
INVOLVE ANT STATE CEREMONIAL, AMSASSADOR DENG SAID THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT PRESIDENT NIMEIRI'S Trip WAS NOT A STATE 

VISIT AND THAT RITUALS APPROPRIATE TO SUCH A VISIT WOULD 
NOT RE SCHEDULED. HOWEVER, DENG JN S I S TED THAT THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT OF A VISIT WOULD AFFECT U,S.-« 

SUDANESE RELATIONS FOR GOOD OR ILL. PRESIDENT NIHEIRI ANq 
OTHER OFFICIALS WILL CONTRAST THEIR RECEPTION HERE WITH THAT 
GIVEN THEM IN OTHER CAPITALS. WHILE CHIEFS OF STATE WHO 
VISIT THE UNITED STATES MORE FREQUENTLY MIGHT BE ACCUS* 

TONED TO THE INFORMALITY OF A PRIVATE VISIT, THIS VISIT 
TAKES PLACE IN CONTEXT OF THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS. 
AMBASSADOR DENG PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZED THE NEED FDR 
SENIOR OFFICIALS AT WELCOMING CEREMONIES AND SAID THAT 
QUESTIONS OF FORM COUlD NOT HELP BUT BECOME.QUESTIONS OF 
SUBSTANCE, HE ASKED ABOUT PARTICIPATION OF THE 
SECRETARY AND THE VICE PRESIDENT IN VISIT, HE SAID THAT' • 

IF HE HAD HAD ANY DOUBT ABOUT SUCCESS OF VISIT, Hf WOULD 
HAVE RECOMMENDE0 AGAINST IT. 

3, SEELYE REPLIED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE PROBLEM VERY 
WELL BUT THAT WASHINGTON WAS A VERY BUST CITY AND THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE HAO A VERT CROWDED SCHEDULE. FURTHER” 
MORE, IT IS NOT NORMAL PRACTICE OF CHIEFS OF STATE TO BE 
MET AT AIRPORT AT SECRETARY OF STATE LEVEL IN CONNECTION 
WITH PRIVATE VISITS, THEREFORE, NO SUCH GREETING COULD 
BE GUARANTEED, AS FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT, SEELYE SAID 
THAT HE GENERALLY APPEARS AS SUBSTITUTE FOR THE PRESIDENT, 
SEELYE RECOMMENDED THAT ALL OF THIS Be CAREFULLY EXPLAINED 
TO PRESIDENT NIMElRI SO THAT THERE WOULD BE NO.MISUNDER¬ 
STANDINGS SHOULD THE VISIT BE SET UP. HE RECOMMENDED T;aT 
IF SUDANESE GOVERNMENT CONTINUED TO HAVE DOUBTS, IT MIGHT 
BE BETTER TO POSTPONE ANY POSSIBLE VISIT UNTIL MUCH lA t ER 
WHEN, ONCE RELATIONS ARE FULLY NORMALIZED, HF COULD 
EXAMINE POSSIBILITY OF OFFICIAL VISIT, THIS, OF COURSE, 

WOULD DEPEND ON MANY FACTORS, INCLUDING PRESIDENT'S 
SCHEDULE. 


' n 
*s U 


A. MINISTER KHALlD REPLIED THAT THE VISIT COULD WAIT, 
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BUT VISIT' ALSO IMPORTANT AS ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE IN THE 
SUDAN WHO HAVE WORKED FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS, PRESIDENT 
NIMEIRI HAD NOT BEEN QUICK TO AGREE To THE VISIT AND IF 
IT DID NOT TAKE PLACE, OTHERS NOT COMMITTED TO BETTER 
U.S.-SUDAN RELATIONS MIGHT TAKE ADVANTAGE Of THE FACT c 


SEELYE REASSURED DENG AND KHALID THAT WE 
IN STRENGTHENING OUR TIES WITH THE SUDAN 
SUDANESE ASSISTANCE IN RELEASING THE TWO 
CAPTIVE BY THE ERITREAN REBELSs 


WERE PPRECI5TED 
AND APPRECIATED 
AMERICANS HELD 


5 e AMBASSADOR D&NG ASKED IF WE COULD HELP WITH 

internal air transportation, seflye said THAT WE COULD 

HELP PUT SUDANESE IN TOUCH WITH CHARTER COMPANIES. 
AMBASSADOR DENG SAID THE PRESIDENT WOULD PROBABLY TRAVEL 
WITH A PARTY OP 24, SINCE THEY WERE PLANNING TO ARRIVE On 
JUNE 9 AND NEEDED TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS. IN THE VARIOUS 
STATES, IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT- THE WORK BEGIN NOW SINCE 
WASHINGTON WAS THE FIRST STOP, 
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May 6, 1976 


SUMMARY OF HEADS OF STATE/GOVERNMENT VISITS-APPOINTMENTS 
■■MiiMiiiMiilHi APPROVED & PENDING 


Queen Margrethe II, 
Denmark 

President Giscard, 
France 

King Juan Carlos, 

Spain 

President Khama, 
Botswana 

Prime Minister Trudeau, 
Canada 


resident Nimeiri, 
Sudan 


Private Visit 
Luncheon 

State Visit 


State Visit 


Private Visit 
30-minute office meeting 

US-Canadian Border 


Private Visit 

30-45 minute office meeting 


May 11 
approved 

May 17-20 
approved 

June 2-4 
approved 

June 9 
approved 

P roposed June 9-12 
Proposed* June 10-12 


t n 


Prime Minister Caramanlis, 
Greece 

Rambouillet II 


Official Visit 


U. S. 


June 15-16 
approved 

Could be held late June/ 
Sept. 


Queen Elizabeth II, 
Great Britain 


State Visit 


July 7-10 
approved 


Chancellor Schmidt, 
Germany 

Prime Minister Fraser, 
Australia 


Official Visit 


Official Visit 


July 15-16 
approved 

P roposed July 27-28/28-2 


President Kekkonen, 
Finland 


State Visit 


Proposed early August 


President Geisel, 
• Brazil 


State Visit 


September 14 
approved 


Prime 
i Lanka 


r Bandaranaike, 
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President Tolbert, 
Liberia 

President Perez, 
Venezuela - 


Visit 


Other Visits: 


Norwegian CP & Princess 


State Visit 


State Visit 


Approved, possibly late 
September 

Approved, possibly 
September/October 


October 5 
approved 


Visit 

10-minute office meeting 


July 2 
approved 



Other requests to see the President in connection with the Montreal Olympics (July) or 
the UNGA (Lesotho Prime Minister Jonathan has already asked to meet with him.) Sierra 
Leone President Stevens may be here this month and renew request to call on the President. 
Mnnarn Rainier III and Princess Grace will be visiting the US in July. 




Soviet pressures and has taken a moderate line on 
issues of import ance to us . Nmreig ,was the only 
Arab leader td^openly and-fuffy (s upp brfc S ad at * s 
efforts to conclude Sinai Il.-ftcd^Zuicf like to work 
more closely with Arab moder^tes^-as-well a'?* 
African friends^ to neutralizedSoviet activities in 
the Horn area, particularly/in view of Soviet gains 
in Somalia. / 
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While Sudan is not a major Middle Eastern or 
African^ite, it is ill our interest/to encourage 
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Given the time that has pasiyj Nimeiri's personal 
intervention on behalf of our dio stage sand our g e n e r - 
interests in building a moderate circle of friends in 
the Middle East and African Horn areal I 6 0 ft cur - in 
th c“S cLi otary - o. recominendati^ft-that yjou meet with 
the Sudanese President. / 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


May 26 


TO NSC/S 

3067 can be closed out. Revised guidance tubed 


urgently to Margy. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 




May 26 


URGENT FOR MARGY VANDERHYE 


Margy, 

Attached is a slightly revised version of 
what you have from State on Nimeiri's 
private visit. Please note that State had 
the date of the President's meeting wrong 
-- it is June 10, as confirmed by Carole. 

Rosemary 

( 


















May 26, 1976 


; 


VISIT OF SUDANESE PR ESIDENT NIMEIRI TO US 

MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT 

* I* • . * . 

6 

[Background: President Nimeiri of the Sudan will make a private 
visit to the US June 9-25 and will visit a number of states, including 
Tennessee at the invitation of the Governor who paid a successful 
visit to Khartoum last fall. The President has agreed to meet with 
Nimeiri on June 10 during his stopover in Washington. It was in 
the Sudan that radical Palestinian terrorists murdered our Ambassador 
and DCM in 1973; Q and A guidance on that issue follows. ] 

As is customary on a private visit, the Sudanese are planning to 
announce the visit in Khartoum and may do so as early as today, 

May 26. When their announcement comes across the press or 
if questions are asked, you may confirm on an if-asked basis 
along the lines of the following: 

Q. When President Nimeiri of the Sudan visits the US, will he 
' meet with the President? ' Why was he invited? 

rJJ.r.;'** . * ’ ‘ • * 

A. Jaafar Nimeiri, President of the Democratic Republic of the 
Sudan, is making a private visit to the US in June. During 
his stopover in Washington, he will call on the President on 

June 10. [Refer questions on his itinerary to State. ] 

% 

• 0 

Q. Why is he coming? 

A. President Nimeiri is making this private visit to our country, 
including several states, to explore possibilities of cooperation 
between the American private sector and the Sudan. 


t 


PAGE 2 

Q. What about the murder of our Ambassador and DCM in 1973? 
Didn't the Sudanese release the terrorists? 

k • * • 

w 

A. The Government of Sudan sent them to Egypt. At last report, 
they were still incarcerated in Egypt. Since the death of our 
diplomats, they have been in jail, first in the Sudan and then 
in Egypt. 

Q. Why would we want to see the Sudanese in view of the tragic 
death of our diplomats? 

A. When mutually convenient, the President tries to meet with 
• # 
heads of friendly states when they visit Washington and we 

have long had good relations with the Sudan. Moreover, the 

Sudanese were of great assistance to us in securing the release 

* 

of four of the five American citizens held by the Eritrean 
insurgents. Terrorist situations have happened in a number 
of parts of the world but at least in the case of our diplomats 
in Khartoum, those responsible remain incarcerated. 


[FYI: Attached is a brief message sent by the President to President 
Nimeiri expressing interest in meeting with him. If the Sudanese 
release it, you may confirm along the following lines. ] 
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Q. Did the President send President Nimeiri a special message 
inviting him as reported by the Sudanese? 

A. In connection with the private visit, the President did send 

A ' • 

a message saying he looked forward to seeing President Nimeiri '*Q, f 
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during his stopover in Washington. £ 
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lynu SHOULD SEEK APPniNTMEMT wTTH PRESIDENT NJMEIRI TO 
ntl.IVfcR FOLLOWING MESSAGE from PRESIDENT! 

# 

OUOTE: I ah.PLEASED THAT your PRIVATE VISIT to the UNITFD 
STATES NEXT month WILL afford us T^E OPPORTUNITY FOR A 

personal meeting in Washington, i look forward to seeing 

VOII ANO I am CONFIDENT that YOUR TRAVELS ARUUNO OUR COUNTRY 
WHL PROVE VALUABLE IN STRENGTHENING IH£ BONOS OF COOPER¬ 
ATION And friendship BFTWEFN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
™ F SUDAN ANO THE IJMTEO states, unquote. 

P, WHTTF HOUSE r»OES NOT INTEnd TQ RELEASE THIS MESSAQF 
«U T Has NO OBJECTION IF GOS wishes TO 00 SO, SISCO 
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May 25, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Announcement of President Nimeiri of Sudan's 

Private Visit to the U.S. 


The Sudanese Government will announce on May 26 
President Nimeiri's private visit to the U.S. which 
will take place June 9-25. 

The Department suggests that following the 
Sudanese announcement the White House confirm the 
visit using the attached language. Answers to likely 
questions from the press are also included. 




George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 


Attachment: 
As Stated 




C 

ts 



7 

1 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


I 


SUGGESTED LANGUAGE FOR ANNOUCEMENT 
. . OF NIMEIRI VISIT 

Announcement: \President Nimeiri of Sudan will visit the 
United States privately from June 9-25. During his stop¬ 
over in Washington, he will pay a courtesy call on the 
President. * 


1. Q - When is Nimeiri scheduled to see the President? 

A - On June yjat 10:30 a.m. 

2. Q - What happened to the eight Palestinian terrorists 

who murdered our Ambassador and DCM in Khartoum 
in 1973? Didn't the Sudanese release them? 
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A - The Sudanese Government rel e ased them to the 
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Eg yptia n s . At last report they were still 
being detained in Egypt. They have been in 

detention almost 
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3. Q - Why did we invite Nimeiri here? 

A - President Nimeiri is coming on a private visit. 
He will visit several states to explore the 


possibilities of cooperation between the 
American private sector and his country. 
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4. Q - 


Why did the President agree to see him? 

v 


A - When convenient, the President normally receives 


the heads of friendly states when they visit 

\o>^ L<J •««, K it 

Washington. .Moreover, Sudan has been of 
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great assistance to us in securing the release 
of four of the five American citizens held by 
Eritrean insurgents. 
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